
© I. Tuomi 31.5.2002  page: 1

The Blog and the Public Sphere:The Blog and the Public Sphere:

Future Media and Emerging Research TopicsFuture Media and Emerging Research Topics

Ilkka Tuomi
ilkka.tuomi@jrc.es



© I. Tuomi 31.5.2002  page: 2

StructureStructure
• Blogs and traditional media
• Social life of communication
• Transformation of the public sphere
• New media, new society?
• Discussion on emerging research issues
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Weblogs are...Weblogs are...
• ” ...often-updated sites that point to articles elsewhere on the web,

often with comments, and to on-site articles. A weblog is kind of a
continual tour, with a human guide who you get to know. There are
many guides to choose from, each develops an audience, and
there's also comraderie and politics between the people who run
weblogs, they point to each other, in all kinds of structures, graphs,
loops, etc.”

• ” Today, there are hundreds of thousands of weblog sites, and the
market for tools for managing such sites is growing quickly.”

source: Dave Winer: http://newhome.weblogs.com/historyOfWeblogs
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A Blog is...A Blog is...

                                                                   

 

Welcome to the all-new fast Weblogs.Com!

Recently Changed Weblogs
            Updated: 5/30/2002; 10:10:05 AM Pacific.
Welcome to the meeting place for blogging excellence on the
Internet. Any weblog can participate. See the FAQ page for more
information.

1. Seeing Red 10:09 AM

2. The Ends of the Earth 10:08 AM

3. trytry 10:08 AM

4. Lunch 10:08 AM

5. Michael Wilson's Radio Weblog 10:08 AM

6. bakabaka 10:07 AM

7. Will Rodriguez's HotBlog 10:07 AM

8. Z o r bl o g 10:07 AM

9. Caveat Lector 10:07 AM

10. SlashDot.Org 10:07 AM

11. Terebi II 10:06 AM

12. xtof, un blogue ou un weblog 10:06 AM
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...the list continues......the list continues...

549. mesh on MX 7:16 AM

550. Community 7:16 AM

551. Emulating Blogger in Manila 7:16 AM

552. Curiouser and curiouser! 7:16 AM

553. benry blog 7:15 AM

554. La scrivania 7:15 AM

555. Philos Tagebuch 7:15 AM

556. O-R Online | Off the record 7:14 AM

557. WebReference.com 7:14 AM

558. WebSeitz WikiWeblog 7:14 AM

559. American Invisible, Inc. 7:13 AM

560. Nick Browne's Commonplace Book 7:13 AM

561. ScottAhrens.Net 7:13 AM

562. stinkfoot.org 7:13 AM

563. Jenna's Radio Weblog 7:13 AM

564. journal / barbara fletcher 7:10 AM

565. Rhino News Network 7:09 AM
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Blogs are, for example, about:
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An example of a
multiauthor blog
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Mass Communication According toMass Communication According to
ThompsonThompson

• Institutionalized production and diffusion of symbolic goods
• Instituted break between production and reception
• Extension of availability in time-space
• Public circulation of symbolic forms

• Communication is about circulation of information and ”symbolic goods” in
”arenas of circulation”

Thompson, J. (1995) The Media and
Modernity: A Social Theory of the Media.
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Assumptions of the Old MediaAssumptions of the Old Media

• user is the producer
• backstage is the frontstage
• production is expression
• content reflects interpretation
• implicit narrative

• producer and consumer are separate
• only the end product is visible
• production is an industry
• content reflects reality

...and blogs...and blogs
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Technical Medium of CulturalTechnical Medium of Cultural
TransmissionTransmission

storage capacity

degree of participation

richness of reproduction

adapted from J. Thompson, 1990; source: Tuomi (2001):
From Periphery to Center, Tekes.
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Arenas of Meaning Circulation:Arenas of Meaning Circulation:
Face-toFace-to--FaceFace

a) Face-to-face interaction

primary arena of
circulation

peripheral arenas of
circulation

peripheral arenas of
circulation

communicators share a time-
space reference system
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Technically Technically Mediated InteractionMediated Interaction

primary arena of
circulation

peripheral arenas of
circulation

peripheral arenas of
circulation

secondary arena
of circulation

secondary arena
of circulation

separation of the contexts of
production and reception
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Mediated Quasi-InteractionMediated Quasi-Interaction

b) Mediated quasi-interaction

primary arena of
circulation

secondary arena
of circulationperipheral arenas of

circulation

peripheral arenas of
circulation

secondary arenas
of circulation

books, newspapers, radio,
television
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The InternetThe Internet

generalgeneral

specific specific

primary arenas
of circulation

secondary arena
of circulation peripheral arenas

of circulation

secondary arena
of circulationperipheral arenas

of circulation

production /
reception

production /
reception
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Communication is a Side-Effect ofCommunication is a Side-Effect of
Social InteractionSocial Interaction

• Communicators are not without social context but people who are members of
various communities that generate motives and activity

• Some of this activity can be characterized as ”communication”

• so, what do we know about communities and their communication?

Ilkka Tuomi:

in my personal opinion, Maturana and Varela have perhaps the
most insightful analysis of the concept of communication; Luhmann
follows these guys. Luhmann’s problem, however, is that he
doesn’t connect communication with other types of pragmatic
activity, c.f. Tuomi, I. (1999) Corporate Knowledge: Theory and
Practice of Intelligent Organizations.

Ilkka Tuomi:

in my personal opinion, Maturana and Varela have perhaps the
most insightful analysis of the concept of communication; Luhmann
follows these guys. Luhmann’s problem, however, is that he
doesn’t connect communication with other types of pragmatic
activity, c.f. Tuomi, I. (1999) Corporate Knowledge: Theory and
Practice of Intelligent Organizations.
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Evolutionary Communities and DivisionEvolutionary Communities and Division
of Laborof Labor

NMG

NWG

USING Telnet

FTP

end-to-
end IETF

OSI

Graphics

IWG

arch

routers IAB

IRG ICB

ICCB

1968

1973

1979

1983

“fractal organization in time”
Source: Tuomi, I.(2002). Networks of Innovation: Change and
Meaning in the Age of the Internet. Oxford, Oxford University Press.



© I. Tuomi 31.5.2002  page: 20

Internet Communities of PracticeInternet Communities of Practice
ARPANET project

BBN

Network Working
Group

Network
Information Center

IFIP WG 6.1

International
Networking Group

Arpanet Users
Interest Working

Group

BBN Network
Control Center

Interest GroupsInterest GroupsInterest Groups

Internet Working
Group

Internet
Configuration
Control Board

International
Cooperation

Board
Internet Research

Group

Internet Activities
Board

1969

1970

1972

1973

1974

1979

1983

1976

Task Forces

1968

1967

Source: Tuomi, I.(2002). Networks of Innovation: Change and
Meaning in the Age of the Internet. Oxford, Oxford University Press.
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Boundaries, Boundaries, TransformationsTransformations, and, and
BoundaryBoundary Objects Objects

• Syntactic knowledge boundary
• Coordinate pre-specified dependencies
• Transformation infrastructure: Transfer
• Boundary-crossing: information systems

• Semantic knowledge boundary
• Create shared meanings
• Transformation infrastructure: Transfer and translation
• Boundary-crossing: communities of practice, networks of

communities
• Pragmatic knowledge boundary

• Negotiate interdependencies
• Transformation infrastructure: Transfer, translation, and transformation
• Boundary-crossing: conflict management, developmental work

practices
Adapted from: Paul Carlile: Boundary infrastructures for knowledge leadership and
collaboration, Berkeley Knowledge Forum, 20.9.2001
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Structure of PracticeStructure of Practice

Practice as community
novices

experts

Ilkka Tuomi:

In a modern society, you have specialized
groups and division of labor. In traditional
modern societies, the interdependencies were
relatively stable.

Ilkka Tuomi:

In a modern society, you have specialized
groups and division of labor. In traditional
modern societies, the interdependencies were
relatively stable.
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Correspondence Theory of SocialCorrespondence Theory of Social
RealityReality

concepts

practices
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Interpretative positionInterpretative position
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Levels of InnovationLevels of Innovation

action action

goal

operation operation

constraint

action action

goal

operation operation

constraint

Interpretative change

Interactional change

Innovative learning

Technical innovation

conceptual

social

resource level
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Public Sphere as a Common ArenaPublic Sphere as a Common Arena
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Public Sphere as Shared RationalityPublic Sphere as Shared Rationality

”jumping over the shared fence of rationality”
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Why Public Sphere is ImportantWhy Public Sphere is Important

• Political process in modern society is based on negotiation of interests
between different interest groups

• interests and their differences are constructed and articulated by reflecting
them through mass media

But,

• New media implies new polis
• new polis implies new concepts of work, citizenship, identity, family, and

privacy
• New media, therefore, implies new concepts or responsibility, rights, and

ethics
• that’s why it is interesting: new media is not only about new technology

but about new society
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So, What are the Interesting andSo, What are the Interesting and
Important Research Topics That WeImportant Research Topics That We

Should Think About?Should Think About?
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